If I doe not give you as good an account of it as they doe, I
am much mistaken.
He was heire to his uncle, John Davenant, Bishop of Sarum.
When Bishop ColdweU came to this Bishoprick, he did lett
long Leases, which were but newly expired when Bishop
Davenant came to this sea; so that there tumbled into his
coffers vast summes. His predecessor, Dr. Tounson, maried
John Davenant's sister, continued in the see but a little while,
and left severall children unprovided for, so the King or rather
Duke of Bucks gave Bishop Davenant the Bishoprick out of
pure charity: 'twas the only Bishoprick that he disposed of
without symony, all others being made merchandise of for the
advancement of his kindred. Bishop Davenant being invested,
maried all his nieces to Clergie-men, so he was at no expence
for their preferment. He granted to his nephew (this Dr.)
the lease of the great Mannour of Poterne, worth about 1000
pounds per annum; made him Threasurer of the church of
Sarum, of which the corps is the parsonage of Calne, which
was esteemed to be of the like value. He made severall pur-
chases, all of which he left him ; insomuch as the churchmen
of Sarum say, that he gained more by this Church then ever
any man did by the Church since the Reformation, and take
it very unkindly that, at his death, he left nothing (or but 50
pounds) to that Church which was the source of his Estate.
How it happened I know not, or how he might be workt-on
in his old age, but I have heard severall yeares since, he hadd
sett downe 500 pounds in will for the Cathedral Church of
Sarum.
He was not only a man of vast learning, but of great goodnes
and charity; the parish and all his friends will have a great
losse in him. He took no use for money upon bond. He
was my singular good friend, and to whom I have been more
beholding then to any one beside; for I borrowed five hundred
pounds of him for a yeare and a halfe, and I could not fasten
any interest on him.